Orlando di Lasso (1532 - 1594)
Text: Francesco Petrarca (1304 - 1374)
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me nul-la qua

Petrarca: Sonnet 270 (CCCXI)

Quel rossignuol che si soave piagne
Forse suoi figli o sua cara consorte,
Di dolcezza empie'l ciel e le campagne

Con tante note si pietos' e scorte;

E tutta notte par che m'accompagne

E mi rammente la mia dura sorte:

Ch'altri che me non ho di cui mi lagne;
Che'n dee non credev'io regnasse morte.

O che liev'¢ ingannar chi s'assecura!

That nightingale who so sweetly laments
Perhaps for his young or for his cherished mate,
Fills the heavens and the countryside with sweetness,

With so many piteous and plangent notes.

And all night it seems that he accompanies me

And reminds me of my cruel fate:

Que' duo bei lumi assai pitt che'l sol chiari, Those two lovely eyes much clearer than the sun,

Chi penso mai veder far terra oscura?

Or conosch'io che mia fera ventura
Vuol che vivendo e lagrimando impari,

Come nulla qua giu diletta e dura.

Now I know that my ill luck
Desires that I learn, living and weeping,

That nothing here below both pleases and lasts.
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For other than myself I have nothing to complain of,
Since I did not believe that death had dominion over gods.

O how easy it is to deceive him who is self-assured!

Who ever thought they would see the earth made dark?
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